
V-MI- 0106

Installation Instruction for Liferaft
Container in cradle

APPROVED: PSOM • EDITION: 10 • DATE: 2018.12.18 • ENG  PAGE: 1-4
VIKING LIFE-SAVING EQUIPMENT A/S, Denmark •  Tel. +45 76 11 81 00 •  www.viking-life.com • viking@viking-life.com

View from deck side

Cradle
Painter line

With HAMMAR release unit
2 or 4 bursting bands Lashing strap

Abb. 3

2

A

A

ABC

Deck

Cradle

3

32

GB

1

2

3

1

2

3

H20 MOUNTING INSTRUCTION

MARINE AUTHORITIES.
1. Attach the Hammar H20 with a shackle

to a strong point on the deck or on the
cradle.

2. Attach the liferaft lashing with a slip-
hook or similar to the upper yellow
thimble and firmly secure the liferaft.

3. Fit a shackle to the Red Weak Link™
connector and connect the painter line
to the shackle.

The Hammar H20 is now correctly in-
stalled and will be in service for two
years.

MANUAL RELEASE
In order to launch the liferaft manually,
release the sliphook and throw the liferaft
overboard. The liferaft is now attached to
the vessel by the painter line via the Red
Weak Link™ connector. Pull the painter
line and inflate the liferaft so the survivors
can board.

H20 MOUNTING INSTRUCTION
The Hammar H20 hydrostatic release unit
is designed for liferafts from 6 up to 150
persons. The Hammar H20 release unit
consists of a double looped white rope
line, a release mechanism and a Red
Weak Link™ (breaking strength 2,2 ± 0,4
kN). For smaller liferafts (from 4 persons
and outside SOLAS regulation) we
recommend Hammar H20 Small Rafts
model with a special weak link, identified
by the green lower thimble (breaking
strength 1,2 ± 0,4 kN). For liferafts smaller
than 4 persons, please contact the liferaft
manufacturer.

The white strong rope of Hammar H20
is secured to the deck or liferaft cradle
and attached to the liferaft lashing with a
sliphook. If the ship sinks, the water
pressure will, within 4 metres, activate the
sharp knife which cuts the white strong
rope and the liferaft will float free. As the
ship sinks, the liferaft painter line will be
stretched and the liferaft starts to inflate.
The Red Weak Link™ breaks and survi-
vors can board the floating liferaft. The

Hammar H20 needs no annual service,
maintenance or spare parts, but MUST BE
REPLACED AFTER TWO YEARS.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MARKING
Markings must be done solely by a manu-
facturer of liferafts or an authorised liferaft
service station. The expiry date is 2 years
from month of installation onboard. The
release unit is labelled with a marking for
year and month. Use a knife and carefully
scratch away the appropriate square for
month and year of expiry two years
ahead. A hydrostatic release unit, which is
not properly marked with its date of expiry,
is not approved. Each Hammar H20
release unit has its own individual serial
number.

INSTALLATION
Check the unit for proper marking of 
expiry date 2 years from month of in-
stallation onboard. PLEASE NOTE THAT
THE UNIT HAS TO BE CORRECTLY
MARKED TO BE APPROVED BY THE

APPROVALS
The Hammar H20 hydrostatic release
units are approved all over the world, fulfil
the requirements of the SOLAS 74/96
Convention, Reg. III/4 LSA Code,
MO Res. MSC. 48/(66), IMO Res. MSC.
81(70), approved to EU Directive 96/98 
EC on Marine Equipment and has a Nato
stock number. Release depth 1,5 – 4,0
metres according to IMO/SOLAS
regulations. The required certificates can
be downloaded from our web-site: 
www.cmhammar.com

Parts required for installation:

A: 	 6 pcs. M10 bolts
B: 	 6 pcs. M10 nuts
C: 	 12 pcs. washers

Fig. 1 Container fully mounted on deck.

General installation guide lines:
Place the container so that the raft´s painter
can be operated from the deck (deck side).
When positioning the container on the deck,
ensure that release of the raft is not impeded,
i.e. there must be unimpeded access to the
raft's painter.

If the container in cradle is delivered without
hydrostatic release unit, and if the painter is
not fastened to the cradle with a shackle, the
painter must be fastened to the cradle or a
fixed point on the deck (approx. 1 metre away
from the container), possibly by means of one
shackle.

Fig. 2

Installation instructions:
Instal the container in cradle on the deck by
means of either bolting or welding.

Note:
Lines, cords and lashings must be replaced
if they have become frayed, damaged or
decomposed.
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Please refer any questions to the head office.

Container RibCradle

4

4
Where it is not possible to instal the container
right on the deck it can be installed on specially
made profiles.

The raft can possibly be dismounted from the
cradle in order to make room for bolting or
welding the cradle to the deck or special profile.

Release the container from the cradle by
opening the slip hook which is mounted in the
hydrostatic release unit (HRU).
Dismount the painter from the cradle by
opening the shackle that fixes it to the HRU.

Bolt down the cradle as shown in fig. 3.
Upon bolting or welding of the cradle, remount
the container in the cradle by mounting the slip
hook in the HRU and fit the painter in the HRU
by means of the shackle - see fig. 1.

Fig. 3

Bolting:
Bolt down the cradle by means of six M10 bolts,
nuts and twelve washers, see fig. 3.

If the cradle is bolted down, the bolts must be
retightened regularly to avoid that the cradle
comes loose because of the vibrations of the
vessel.

Welding:
Weld the cradle to the deck with full welds
along the edges which are in contact with the
deck or the specially made profiles.
For a key to the letters used in fig. 3, please
see overleaf.

Fig. 4

Special caution :
If the bursting bands are squeezed against the
cradle, the bursting bands are pulled clear of
the cradle - see fig. 4.
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Hydrostatic Release Unit type
HAMMER

Lashing

Pelican hook

Hydrostatic Release Unit

Weak Link

Shackle

Painter line

Cradle

Seen from back side of cradle
(Hammer)

Mounting by means of lacing

Lashing

Lacing

Cradle

Handle

Mounting instructions for Hydrostatic Release Unit - Life Raft type DK.



V-MI- 0106

Installation Instruction for Liferaft
Container in cradle

APPROVED: PSOM • EDITION: 10 • DATE: 2018.12.18 • ENG  PAGE: 4-4
VIKING LIFE-SAVING EQUIPMENT A/S, Denmark •  Tel. +45 76 11 81 00 •  www.viking-life.com • viking@viking-life.com

Lashing
 
The lashing of liferafts should be tight. Over the 
years they can start to rot, therefore you might 
have to change these.
  
Lashings have an approximate lifetime of 10 
years. Lashings produced from 2018 forward 
are marked with date of manufacture, making it 
easier to plan replacement.

Hook

VIKING has two types of hooks, Pelican hooks 
and Slip hooks. 

Both are made of corrosive resistant material, 
but on rare occasions corrosion may be found.

Both can be maintained by greasing with 
GREASE OMEGA 66, Material no.1012028 or 
Anti-corrosion wax based treatment with 
coating TT-290 material no.1065173. 
Long-time protection of steel parts.  
Apply the corrosion protection on the surface 
with a brush. Wipe off all excessive wax without 
removing the wax from moving parts.

Ensure to replace when corrosion is observed, 
or let it be fixed by the servicing station, when 
liferaft is in for service.

All spare parts can be purchased through the 
VIKING Servicing Network. 

Maintenance of Hooks and Lashing
This instruction is to help to control and maintain lashings of liferafts, that are not part 
of the Marine Evacuation System.

Pelican hook Slip hook

Lashing


